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Services
 
Please contat Parish Office for service times.

Parish Clergy

The Rev’d Paul Mitchell   0437 391 910
The Rev’d Peter Mayen    0410 488 195

Wardens 

Judy Bond       0412 010 668
Steve Rigney      4635 0118 
Sandy Lee     0407 578 658 

Namalata Editor
Susan Skowronski      svskow@gmail.com 4633 4878

Please send submissions of news, photos or articles for next edition 
before 31 October 2020.

Parish Office
Open: Mon - Fri 9am - 1pm
PO Box 2434 Toowoomba 4350

P 4639 1910    

F  4639 5127 

E  stluke.tmba@bigpond.com 

www.facebook.com/StLukesParish

www.stlukestoowoomba.org.au

Namalata is a Queensland Aboriginal word meaning ‘messenger.’

The Anglican Parish of St Luke Toowoomba
welcomes you
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“‘Where two or three are gathered in my name’, says 
the Lord, ‘I am there among them’.” (Matthew 18:20) 

In these changing and challenging times it is important for us 
all to remain close to one another and to God, and to remember 
that we are not alone. 

We are not alone, for we have the presence of God with us. 

We are not alone for we have one another, in community. 

We are not alone in facing the trials and challenges and 
frustrations of this time. 

Without diminishing the feelings of frustration and the 
experiences of difficulty which we have faced, we can also 
acknowledge that there are many people who have felt alone 
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during this time, and there are many people, in Australia and 
throughout the world, whose experience of this time has been 
far harder than for most of us. 

Many people here have had to face serious illness and death, 
with less support and contact and connections than would 
usually be the case. This has been devastating, including for 
many members of our own community. This has been greater 
in other places, especially 
where the medical facilities 
and social support have not 
been as solid as we have in 
Australia. 

As we continue to 
move through this time, 
stay close, support one 
another, and continue to 
offer prayer and support 
to those in need around us 
and ensure that all we do is 
for the protection of those 
who are most vulnerable. 

Thank you all for the way in which we have been able to 
work through this time together. Many people have been able 
to make new connections through the lines of support which 
we have set in place. If any of these have not been revisited for 
a while, now is a time to offer conversation and connection and 
support again.

Please continue to hold one another in love and prayer. 

Yours in Christ 

The Reverend Paul Mitchell (Rector).
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Trusting and obedient to 
God in difficult times

(1 Kings 18:1-16).

We all know the importance of being faithful and obedient in our 
relationship with each other and toward God, as both an invitation 
and willingness to have and acceptance, confidence and dependence 
on Him even if the future may be unknown. We know Faith and 
obedience are like true friends on a pilgrimage, holding on and 
supporting each other on their faith journey. Faith and obedience are 
travelling companions heading to the same destination of satisfying 
and glorifying the Lord through our fellowship before Him. They 
can grow together spontaneously as they are practiced but wither if 
neglected. 

Therefore, God sometimes brings new challenges into our lives to 
strengthen our trust and faithfully to rely on His mercy and steadfast 
love like in the days of Prophet Elijah and King Ahab. We know that 
Elijah was a Prophet of God in Israel, who had proven himself faithful 
to the serving before God. Because of His faith and trust in the care and 
compassion of the Lord God, His faith helped him to face King Ahab.  

How can we remain faithful and trusting obediently to 
God our Father when we face uncertainties as we are 
facing COVID-19 Pandemic in 2020?

Rev’d Peter Mayen
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Even when Elijah knew Ahab was seeking to kill him, he obeyed. We 
know what challenges we are facing in our life because of the global 
pandemic virus infection rates. The world record for the COVID-19 
is now 20 million, with more the 6 million deaths.  What I believe 
will keep us going through this tough time is our companionship with 
God and each other, our obedience faith and confidence in trusting 
in the Lord God’s loving-kindness for our living. For example, in the 
book of Kings, Obadiah and Prophet Elijah remained faithful and 
obedient to God, amid death threat’s and drought. Their faith and 
trust in God kept them from being shrivelled by fear and anxiety. 

We know fear can have both positive and negative consequences; 
fear short-circuits faith when we begin to doubt that God’s way is best. 
If we allow anxiety to gain traction in our mind, we will respond by 
refusing to do what the Lord says. And the result may be a change of 
travelling or pilgrim companions. Instead we are encouraged to trust 
and obey God and draw strength and confidence from the  examples 
of faithful believers who have managed with adversity in their lives, 
to stayed on a path, following the flashlight of transformation and 
companionship through faith and trusting in God’s saving power and 
love. Faith and trust will 
help us to fight this 
global pandemic but 
worry and fear may cause 
us some disappointment 
and immobility in our 
lives. May I encourage 
us to be concerned and 
be diligent for our safety, 
yoking our burden with 
Jesus Christ, and through 
our relationship we share 
with each other. But let 
us not panic, let us not 
permit fear, anxiety and 
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worry to control our 
thoughts and grip 
our hearts. God Our 
Father is HERE with 
us and FOR US.

Lack of faith 
and trust can breed 
fear and worries. 
And as we all can 
relate the impact of 
living under such 
circumstances of 

being afraid and anxious for things and safety.  “worry does not empty 
tomorrow of its sorrow, its empties today of its strength. It does not 
enable us to escape danger, it makes us helpless to face challenges 
when they come on our way of life”. What matters is our trust and 
obedience to God and each other. Our faith and positive response in 
the face of crisis can lead us out of difficulties and challenges. Faith 
help us to walk with God as our trusted companion in this life. we are 
encouraged to walk with Him as Jesus Christ invited both His disciples 

and us according to John 
14 and many other 
references from the 
Bible. Jesus said these 
words to encouraged and 
comforted our wellbeing 
“Believe in the Father 
and believe also in me,” 
do not let your hearts be 
troubled, I am the light of 
the world, I am the way 
and the truth, I am the 
gate of the Sheep, I am 
the Good shepherd and 
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I am the Immanuel. God with 
you and me!

We are encouraged to 
have faith and be trusting 
in God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us be 
humble and honest as we face 
these turbulent moments. Let 
us be nurture and flourish, 
refreshed by our faith in God, 
and through our relationship 
with each other. We know 
healthy faith begins with 
small steps. With resilience and confidence.  When you and I follow 
God’s teaching and listening to His gentle and still voice, our faith 
and trust grow, and lingering fear and trepidations lessen. Therefore, 
friends who will read this message, let your faith and obedience 
through God’s Divine love and His holy presence console our trouble 
minds, hearts and spirit in this time. Let us not allow fear and worry 
to rob us of the many good things we have been blessed with and 
through many glorious ways 
in which we have witnessed 
the presence of God as a 
blueprint for His love for 
His people throughout the 
world. Let us look on to 
Jesus Christ our High Priest 
and the complete Saviour of 
our lives. Let us be faithful, 
Trusting, and obedient to 
God in this difficult time 
and beyond. He is HERE 
WITH US ALL.  Amen.

Peter Mayen.
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For farewells  
that honour life

Since 1900 www.burstows.com.au • Freecall 1800 803 196

‘In the Power of the Holy Spirit to Make Jesus Known.’

A service will be held at St Mark’s Anglican Church to mark 50 years since 
a service of dedication on 27th September 1970. 

As has happened in other areas, the first Anglican presence in the 
Rangeville area took the form of a Sunday School. This was in the 1920s 
and the school continued until 1939. It recommenced in 1958, meeting 
first in the State School and then in the Scouts’ Den.

Rangeville was provided with a hall well-suited, at least for the time 
being, for housing the Sunday School and providing for the regular Sunday 
service. The vision of a new church building remained and at a meeting of 
St Mark’s parishioners in June 1969 it was agreed to open a building fund 
and press ahead with plans.

Final plans and specifications were ready by January 1970. The 
new church building was complete by August 1970 and the service of 
dedication was conducted by Bishop Hudson on 27 September 1970. St 
Mark’s was consecrated by Bishop Ralph Wicks on 29 August, 1976.

ST MARk’S TuRNING 50
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18-23 September 2020
Open daily 9am-4pm.

18-23 September 2020
Open daily 9am-4pm.

18-23 September 2020
Open daily 9am-4pm.
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Stage Floor transformed
The next stage of the St Luke’s Hall Restoration Project was attention 
to the stage floor. Although sound, its well worn and  dull appearance 
contrasted with the stunning new floor reported in the Winter 2020 
edition of Namalata. Paul Spence was able to secure more of the Spotted 
Gum tongue and groove boards from Carramar Timbers in Killarney and 
then acclimatise them. The next good news was that the ‘floor team’ was 
available in July to replace the stage floorboards, carrying out the task in 
record time between 6 and 12 July. 

A series of photos summarises progress. 

The condition of the stage floor 
certainly warranted attention. 

The first step was removal of  floor-boards 
to reveal bearers in sound condition

People may have noticed the 
‘lumpy’ surface of the paint on 
the external walls of the Hall. This 
is a decorative finish of render, 
lime or cement based aggregate 
known as stucco. The 1910 wall 
construction of stucco, which is 
set on a wire mesh frame attached 
to a timber frame in the walls, was 
revealed beneath the stage, a rare 
opportunity to photograph it in 
daylight. 
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Steve Jones arrived at the ideal 
time for the group photograph. L 
to R above – Paul Spence, Duncan 
Hancock, Steven Mauch and Steve 
Jones of ‘Steve Jones Floorsanding’ 
whose offsider James Furminger 
appears in other photos. My 
apologies to Steve for mistakenly 
referring to him as ‘Mr Sanderman’ 
in the previous article about the 
floor. We are indebted to the ‘floor 
team’ for their skills and expertise. 

Great skill is required to bind the 
tongue and groove floorboards 
together. Board clamps in position 
(Top right) and boards being 
secured. (Bottom right)
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Steve Jones and James Furminger then sanded the floor for coating. 
(above)

The first coat of polyurethane already revealed the beauty of the Spotted 
Gum (below left) before the stunning appearance of the new stage floor 
was revealed (below right).

We thank supervising architect Stephanie Keays for guiding the project, 
also the intricacies of contracts, Heritage Exemption applications and 
revisions to accommodate the stage floor replacement. Once again we 
thank the Lord for all whose donations made the floor replacement 
possible, a bonus being $1,693.30 raised by Gordon Lee and his team 
from sales of firewood. 

 As mentioned in the previous article, the Hall should now attract many 
more users in future. The next challenges will be external repainting and 
then replacement of the galvanised iron roof. I hope to have more good 
news for the next edition of Namalata. 

‘Dr John’. 
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THE BARN AND SCOTTY’S GARAGE  
FLAGSTONE CREEK.

Oh, what a wonderful morning 
we had travelling the back roads to 
Flagstone Creek en route to The 
Barn and Scotty’s Garage on Friday 
14 August for our social outing.

Devonshire Teas were the 
order of the day served in the 
Rustic Barn with tea or coffee 
to wash down the best ever 
homemade Scones and as we sat 
and chatted, we stepped back 
in time soaking up the vintage 
vibes surrounding us and Scotty’s 
Garage.  

The Garage displayed a lost 
era of Vintage Cars, Motorbikes 
and all things retro. Just when we 
thought we had seen it all, Scotty 
slid back the rear door to reveal 
a replica 1950’s diner with dance 
floor.  We immediately stepped 
back in time and viewed an era 
when things were done differently, 
a bit slower and lot more fun was 
had by all. 

I recommend a visit, do 
come, you will be amazed. 

Jennifer Murray 



16 /SPRING  2020                           www.stlukestoowoomba.org.au                            NAMALATA                                   

Your Window Furnishings Specialists
Creative Blinds Toowoomba is a family owned and operated 
business that specialises in indoor and outdoor blinds, awnings, 
screens and shutters for your home or business. We offer:

• Free measure and quote / No job too big or small
• Whole House discounts / Automation is our speciality
• We custom make blinds, awnings, screens and shutters to suit your style and budget
• Personal and reliable service from inspiration to installation and beyond
• Servicing Toowoomba, Lockyer Valley and Darling Downs regions
• WE ALSO CLEAN AND REPAIR BLINDS

To arrange a free measure and quote or to discuss your window furnishing options, 
please call 07 4632 1255, visit our webpage or visit our showroom just behind Joyce Mayne.

183A Perth Street, Toowoomba | www.creativeblindstoowoomba.com.au
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I was at the corner grocery store buying some early potatoes. I noticed 
a small boy, delicate of bone and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily 
apprising a basket of freshly picked green peas.

I paid for my potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh green 
peas. I am a pushover for creamed peas and new potatoes. 

Pondering the peas, I couldn’t help overhearing the conversation 
between Mr Miller (the store owner) and the ragged boy next to me. 

‘Hello Barry, how are you today?’  

‘H’lo, Mr Miller. Fine, thank ya. Jus’ admirin’ them peas. They sure 
look good’ 

‘They are good, Barry. How’s your Ma?’    

‘Fine. Gittin’ stronger alla’ time.’    

‘Good. Anything I can help you with?’    

‘No, Sir. Jus’ admirin’ them peas.’    

‘Would you like to take some home?’ asked Mr Miller. 
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‘No, Sir. Got nuthin’ to pay for ‘em with.’

‘Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?’ 

‘All I got’s my prize marble here.’ 

‘Is that right? Let me see it’, said Mr Miller.  

‘Here ‘tis. She’s a dandy.’ 

‘I can see that. Hmm mmm, only thing is this one is blue and I sort 
of go for red. Do you have a red one like this at home?’ the store owner 
asked. 

‘Not zackley but almost.’

‘Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip this 
way let me look at that red marble’. Mr Miller told the boy. 

‘Sure will. Thanks Mr Miller.’

Mrs Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help 
me.  With a smile she said, ‘There are two other boys like him in our 
community, all three are in very poor circumstances. Jim just loves to 
bargain with them for peas, apples, tomatoes, or whatever. 

‘When they come back with their red marbles, and they always do, he 
decides he doesn’t like red after all and he sends them home with a bag of 
produce for a green marble or an orange one, when they come on their 
next trip to the store.’ 

I left the store smiling 
to myself, impressed with 
this man. A short time 
later I moved to Colorado, 
but I never forgot the 
story of this man, the 
boys, and their bartering 
for marbles. 

Several years went by, 
each more rapid than 
the previous one.  Just 
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recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in that Idaho community 
and while I was there learned that Mr Miller had died. They were having 
his visitation that evening and knowing my friends wanted to go, I agreed 
to accompany them. Upon arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to meet 
the relatives of the deceased and to offer whatever words of comfort we 
could. 

Ahead of us in line were three young men. One was in an army uniform 
and the other two wore nice haircuts, dark suits and white shirts, all very 
professional looking. They approached Mrs Miller, standing composed and 
smiling by her husband’s casket. 

Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke 
briefly with her and moved on to the casket. Her misty light blue eyes 
followed them as, one by one, each young man stopped briefly and placed 
his own warm hand over the cold pale hand in the casket. Each left the 
mortuary awkwardly, wiping his eyes. 

Our turn came to meet Mrs Miller. I told her who I was and reminded 
her of the story from those many years ago and what she had told me 
about her husband’s bartering for marbles. With her eyes glistening, she 
took my hand and led me to the casket. 

‘Those three young men who just left were the boys I told you about. 
They just told me how they appreciated the things Jim ‘traded’ them. Now, 
at last, when Jim could not change his mind about colour or size, they 
came to pay their debt.

‘We’ve never had a great deal of the wealth of this world,’ she confided, 
‘but right now, Jim would consider himself the richest man in Idaho ...’ 

With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of her deceased 
husband. Resting underneath were three exquisitely shined red marbles. 

 The Moral: 

We will not be remembered by our words, but by our kind deeds. Life 
is not measured by the breaths we take, but by the moments that take our 
breath.

Contributed by David Gwynne
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When my niece Catherine Fitzgerald and 
I decided to climb Tabletop on 20 June we 
thought it would be a jolly jaunt uphill. To 
our amazement it proved to be a precarious 
scramble instead. This brief account may 
bring back many memories to some readers. 

The approach began beyond the end of 
South Street, a narrow road down providing 
a view of the peak (see above) to car parks 
at the base. A dirt track flanked by grass 
and trees at the beginning was deceptive. 
This gave way to clambering over rocks but 
I made it. Further on there was a flat rock 
outcrop commanding an amazing view 
beyond to more peaks in the south west. 

Then came the surprise of a precarious 
descent, often over pentagonal columns 
of basalt which reminded me of those 
on Mount Scoria near Biloela. We were 
traversing “the hump” and had to go down 
before rising again along a sloping rocky 
scree slope. From there it was a further 
rocky ascent to the top which had to be 
negotiated with care. 

The flat top at the summit, peaking at 

Ascending Tabletop – 

an interesting challenge

Made it!

More rocks!
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613 metres, was a welcome relief, providing 
rewarding views in all directions. Picnic 
Point, the Prince Henry Drive escarpment, 
Withcott and surrounding countryside were 
clearly visible. The south eastern area was 
covered in tall grass, with a splendid tree  
presumably not the “One Tree” after which 
Tabletop was first named.  My niece was 
able to use her mobile phone and Facetime 
to see and speak from the summit to her 
brother and his family in Adelaide. 

We descended gingerly. Extreme care 
was required. By the time we were on 
“the hump” drizzle set in making all rocks 
slippery as well as patches of black soil. 
By this stage the only safe way down was 
to manoeuvre rock by rock, slide on my 
backside, and grasp trees or their roots to 
serve as brakes. We have photos of the back 
of my trousers and our hands as evidence!  

Indeed an exhilarating experience worth 
all the effort. Your turn next? 

“Dr John”.  30 July 2020. 

One tree?

Facetime
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A home for 
all

My daughter gave me a china cup 
for my birthday. The pretty design 
incorporated flowers and butterflies and 
the words Home is where the heart is. 

I’m sure my tea tastes better than 
ever before. While I indulge in this 

luxury, I remember a favourite quote: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. Psalm 51:10

What does home really mean? The word may conjure up different 
images to different people, but there can be no doubt it means a secure and 
safe environment where people feel respected and loved. Ideally it would 
also be a place of happiness, of caring and learning, hopes and dreams, 
valued memories and close relationships. 

In a perfect world, everyone would have a home, a place of safety, a 
place where they felt their needs were met. For some that may not be a 
building. Even in our imperfect world, homes should be available for all. 
However, there are more than 116000 people in Australia who experience 
some form of homelessness every night. Not all are rough sleepers, that 

is, living on the streets. Some sleep 
in cars or tents, some live in insecure 
or overcrowded housing, some in 
temporary homeless shelters and others 
remain in unsafe domestic situations 
because they have nowhere else to go.

Many equate homelessness with 
rebellious teenagers, unruly young 
adults who run away from authority 
and sleep under a bridge but this 
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preconception does not paint an 
accurate picture. A worrying statistic 
is that the most rapidly growing age 
bracket experiencing homelessness 
are people aged 55 and over with a 
28% increase in the number over the 
previous census. Another number 
of great concern is that 14% or 
over 16000 of homeless people are 
children under 12. Domestic violence 
and poverty are the leading causes of 
homelessness.

It is the responsibility of the Australian Government via the 
Department of Social Services to provide support to those in need of 
affordable housing. There are currently almost 200000 people on the 
waiting list. Homelessness is an issue in every one of the 151 federal 
electrates.

There are countless other ways to help those who are homeless or in 
danger of homelessness. You can buy second-hand goods from relevant 
charities, donate when you are able to do so and support charities who 
provide much needed support. I recently heard about the wonderful work 
done by Orange Sky in Townsville providing a clean laundry service and 
warm shower to homeless people. (No showers during lockdown but the 
laundry service was still available.)

Our parish provides assistance via our parish larder and in other ways. 
Thank you to all involved in supporting those in need.

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  Matthew 25:35

 Susan Skowronski
AMUA Social Issues & Action Coordinator
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Australian Owned
FUNERALS

McGrath
Australian Owned
FUNERALS

McGrath

We appreciate serving families 
that want to continue to make 

affordable decisions

Ph 4636 9690 

Funeral  
pricing you  

can live with

www.mcgrathfunerals.com.au 

“Ways I have 
flourished in 

lockdown and 
restrictions.”

There is a lot of focus on what has been 
lost and ways in which people have 
struggled and the difficulties.  

Can we share with each other the 
ways we have discovered to flourish in 
difficult times!  

Let our learning be a blessing to one 
another.  

This may not be the last time such 
things happen.  Where will we find 
resilience?  Where will we find peace?  
How can we best support one another 
and ourselves? 

We’d love to read of your experiences! 
Please forward to Parish Office.

The responses will be included in the 
next edition of Namalata.

 Blessings

 The Reverend Paul Mitchell
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Dance of Change

To find solidarity with each other

in our silos of social distancing,

knowing life is about change,

and everything shifts 

and ebbs and flows.

To find hope in the knowledge 

that we will reunite

with each other to eat, drink

and laugh together on

a new horizon -

society reshaped in kindness,

understanding and patience

in the post covid-19 world

Sarah Muller
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When Eagles take flight …  

Spirits soar.

Wonderful to behold
Holy presence transcends
Embracing the very soul
Now enlightenment begins.

Eagerly awaiting our Father’s call
Attending to the young
Gathering food and comfort for all
Lest the night comes too quickly
Encircling the roost of rest
Serenity unfolds.

Too soon the day awakens
Another journey begins
keep the faith; trust; be
Eternity beckons as

Flying high on angels’ wings
Love, light, laughter and
Inner peace ensues.
Glimpses of Heaven on Earth
Heralded from above
Trust and the promise of, of old will be so.

Evie 4.40pm  3.09.2020

Ps As I was beginning my daughter came in albeit by txt as 
I sat in the Presence.  She is a blessed one.
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Thornbill
Afternoon sunlight

tints tawny branches

a gentle breeze

stirs fresh new leaves

as lingering blossoms fall

to drift across the garden.

Cheeky little thornbills

seen…unseen…and seen again

a flash of brown and yellow

flits among

 spring flowers

sing sweetly

at dusk

their joy

a gift for all

Susan Skowronski 2020
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10 Things to Remember

1. Love is the answer. Always.

2. Vulnerability is not a weakness. It’s a  
 strength.

3. Your body is sacred. Cherish it.

4. Gratitude shifts everything. Be thankful.

5. Forgiveness sets you free. It really does.

6. You cannot change others. Only yourself.

7. Little acts of kindness are never little.  
 Ever.

8. Fun is underrated. Enjoy yourself.

9. Age is just a number. It’s never too late

10. Life is precious. Live it now.
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Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart… 

Proverbs 3:5


