
The Anglican Parish of St Luke 

Toowoomba 
(in partnership with the Parish of St George-Dirranbandi) 

 

 

18 October 2020 

Saint Luke 

  

Prayer during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Crisis. 
  

A Service of Praise, Prayer and Proclamation 

(APBA p 34) 



The service begins with celebratory music.  

Hymn. ‘Here we are’ (All Together OK 361) 

Here we are, under this sky — 

oh, what a land to live in. 

How did we come to be in such a place? 

A sky that talks day after day, 

telling of endless glory, 

the glory of God, the work of his own hands. 

But how do we say our thankyous? 

Anything would be far too small. 

How do we show we care? 

We could try to share. 

 

Here we are, under your roof — 

safe and secure you make us. 

You are the rock, the centre of our land. 

Jesus here, speaking our names — 

oh what a gift his word is — 

making us part of his own family. 

But how do we say our thankyous? 

Anything would be far too small. 

How do we show we've heard? 

We could spread the word. 

 

Here we are, richer than kings, 

all that we need provided, 

more than enough for this life and beyond. 

Jesus' blood, shed on the cross, 

healing our broken bodies, 

filling us up with his new kind of life. 

But how do we say our thankyous? 

Anything would be far too small. 

How do we pass it on? 

We could sing his song. 

Robin Mann 

 

 



PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD 

The minister greets the people. 

The Lord be with you;  

And also with you. 

  

The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; ask therefore the Lord of the 

harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.              Luke 10:2  

 

The Collect for the day. 

Gracious and loving God, 

you chose Luke the evangelist 

to reveal in his gospel 

the mystery of your love for the poor and outcast: 

unite in heart and spirit all who profess your name, 

and lead all nations to seek your salvation 

in Jesus Christ, your Son; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Thanksgiving. 

Gracious God, we humbly thank you 

for life and health and safety, 

for freedom to work, leisure to rest, 

and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life. 

But, above all, we praise you for our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ, 

for his death and resurrection; 

for the gift of your Spirit; 

and for the hope of sharing in your glory. 

Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Hymn. ‘Lord of our days’ (All Together Now 1)  

From many pasts you fashion one history, 

a people of God created to hold 

for all mankind the myst’ry of faith. 

Lord of our days, your people we are. 



From many wills you fashion community, 

a people of God created to love; 

being for man the promise of hope. 

Lord of our days, your people we are. 

 

Lord of our days, 

Lord of yesterday, 

Lord, our Lord, for ever, 

Your people we are. 

Lord of our days, 

Lord of yesterday, 

Lord, our Lord, for ever, 

Your people we are. 

 

From many calls you fashion one destiny, 

a people of God created to be 

for all mankind the body of Christ. 

Lord of our days, your people we are. 

 

From many dreams you fashion a unity, 

a people of God created to serve; 

bringing to man the witness of love. 

Lord of our days, your people we are. 

 

Lord of our days, 

Lord of yesterday, 

Lord, our Lord, for ever, 

Your people we are. 

Lord of our days, 

Lord of yesterday, 

Lord, our Lord, for ever, 

Your people we are. 
Neil Quintrell 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Thank you, Father, for making yourself known to us 

and showing the way of salvation 

through faith in your Son. 

We ask you now to teach and encourage us  

 through your word, 

 



so that we may be ready to serve you; 

for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

The First Reading, from the Old Testament, Jeremiah 8:22-9:3. 

8 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the 

health of my poor people not been restored? 91 O that my head were a spring of 

water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night for 

the slain of my poor people! 2 O that I had in the desert a traveller’s lodging-

place, that I might leave my people and go away from them! For they are all 

adulterers, a band of traitors. 3 They bend their tongues like bows; they have 

grown strong in the land for falsehood, and not for truth; for they proceed from 

evil to evil, and they do not know me, says the Lord. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 

 

Notes on Jeremiah 8:22-9:3. 

Jeremiah weeps and God weeps for the people who have become lost.  It is not just that people 

have become bored or tired or wandered away but it is the alternative things with which they 

have filled their lives which so deeply disturbed.  Corruption, prejudice, persecution of the 

poor and vulnerable, disrespect for the aged, disrespect for commitments and relationships, 

the pursuit of greed and self-interest in unhealthy ways … all these things filled the lives of 

those who had wandered away from God.  Is this just a word of criticism offered to people 

‘back then’?  Can we hear this as a word of criticism of people today? BUT before we become 

self-righteous and point fingers at others … is there any way in which each of us has 

‘wandered off’?     Paul Mitchell. 

 

Psalm 145:10-18.  
10 All creation praises you, O Lord: 

and your faithful servants bless your name. 
11 They speak of the glory of your kingdom: 

and tell of your great might, 
12 That the whole earth may know your mighty acts: 

and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom: 

and your dominion endures through all generations. 

 



14 The Lord upholds all those who stumble: 

and raises up those that are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you in hope: 

and you give them their food in due season; 
16 You open wide your hand: 

and fill all things living with your bounteous gift. 
17 The Lord is just in all his ways: 

and faithful in all his dealings. 
18 The Lord is near to all who call upon him: 

to all who call upon him in truth. 

 

Notes on Psalm 145:10-18. 

Blessings come ‘in due season’.  They don’t always come when we want them to.  They come 

at times when they are right and due.  Words such as these are always offered BOTH looking 

at and celebrating what is seen – the blessings which have been given – AND looking 

forward to relief of those situations where there is ongoing need.  It is not about always 

‘wanting more’.  This is about recognising that God’s blessings come in God’s time.     Paul 

Mitchell. 

 

The Second Reading, from the New Testament, 2 Timothy 4:9-17a. 

9 Do your best to come to me soon, 10 for Demas, in love with this present 

world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, 

Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, 

for he is useful in my ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you 

come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above 

all the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord 

will pay him back for his deeds. 15 You also must beware of him, for he strongly 

opposed our message. 16 At my first defence no one came to my support, but all 

deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me 

and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully 

proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Notes on 2 Timothy 4:9-17a. 

Paul was a grump sometimes.  He actually argued lots with those who were working in 

ministry alongside him.  He had great passion and fire and sometimes found it 

incomprehensible that everyone did not see as he saw.  There do seem to be suggestions in 

other places in his writings that as he grew older he learned a bit more humility.  We read 

this passage today, as we celebrate St Luke, because it seems that Luke was a calming 

presence for Paul and was able to withstand his tirades and temper.  Such patience is 

inspiring!    Paul Mitchell. 

Hymn. ‘Now thank we all our God’ (TIS 106(i))  

Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom the world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessèd peace to cheer us. 

Lord, keep us in your grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

who reigns in highest heaven, 

to Father and to Son 

and Spirit now be given: 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore, 

who ever was, is now, 

and shall be ever more.  

 
Martin Rinkart 1586-1649 

tr. Catherine Winkworth 1827-78 alt. 



Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

‘Peace to this house’ 

The Gospel Reading  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke, chapter ten, beginning at 

the first verse.  

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Luke 10:1-9. 

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in 

pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to 

them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord 

of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I 

am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no 

bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first 

say, “Peace to this house!” 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your 

peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the 

same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer 

deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8 Whenever you 

enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the 

sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to 

you.” 

Hear the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Notes on Luke 10:1-9. 

Luke is remembered as a man who was a physician who took up the call to ministry in 

sharing the good news.  This does not necessarily mean that he had a ‘second career’.  Like 

many of the early missionaries and ministers (before the 4th century conversion of 

Constantine and the establishment of Christendom) Luke probably kept on being a healer 

while he also devoted himself to ministry.  He would also have been supported by the 



contributions made by the communities which began to gather and to support the life and 

work of the church, as we do today.  Paul Mitchell. 

 

Response to the Gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed. Please stand 

            Lay assistant: 

            Let us affirm our faith in God: 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human.  



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

The Sermon 

 

Music for reflection. 

 

Hymn. ‘God of Jeremiah dreaming’ (TIS 679)  

God of Jeremiah, grieving with an aching heart 

for an empire, unbelieving as it falls apart, 

when your thunder goes unheard, 

we will tend the prophet’s word, 

and in season, out of season, we will sing your song. 

 

When our wound is left to fester, though the pain goes deep, 

when we’ve sown a hundred whirlwinds, but have yet to reap, 

when the platitudes of peace 

only make our fears increase, 

with a poem and a story we will sing your song. 



 

When the palace looks at poverty with scornful eyes, 

when the scroll of trugh is shredded by a leader’s lies, 

when the glory of the cross 

is a propaganda gloss, 

in the square and in the senate we will sing your song. 

 

We will break the jar of plenty by the gates of gold, 

we will buy a field of promise when the farm is sold, 

at the ending of the dream, 

in the death of self-esteem, 

at the bank and in the market we will sing your song. 

 

We will praise the grainy granite of the Law’s demands, 

and the Life-creating, Lover-God with wounded hands; 

we will spin your storyline 

to an empire in decline, 

and in exile or in honour we will sing your song. 

 
Brian Arthur Wren 1936- 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Lay Assistant:  

O Lord, you weep for your people, and sometimes we ourselves are the cause 

of those tears.   Grant us courage to face you with humility and honesty and 

with the knowledge of your inexhaustible love. 

  

Gracious God, when we allow your message to be blurred and hidden, 

may it not be counted against us! 
 

Compassionate God, when we fail to stand up in defence  

of the vulnerable and persecuted, may it not be counted against us! 
 

Generous God, when our hearts are closed to hospitality  

and we avoid seeking or offering peace, may it not be counted against 

us!  

Loving God, when we are blinded to the joy and wonder of your world 

and see only ourselves and our wants, may it not be counted against us! 

 

 



 

God,  

whose love is stronger than all our fears,  

whose generosity is deeper than we can imagine,  

whose compassion is wider than any arms can reach  

and whose grace is a gift which overflows into our lives,  

forgive you all your sins  

and lead you into renewed, passionate and joyful life! 

Amen. 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers are offered with the words and response:  

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 



THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

Closing Prayers. 

Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, 

feeding us with your word, 

and encouraging us in our meeting together. 

Take us and use us 

to love and serve you 

and all people, 

in the power of your Spirit 

and in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Missional Hymn ‘Have faith in God, my heart’ (TIS 619)  

Have faith in God, my heart,  

trust and be unafraid;  

God will fulfil in every part  

each promise he has made. 

 

Have faith in God, my mind,  

though oft your light burns low;  

God's mercy holds a wiser plan  

than you can fully know. 

  

Have faith in God, my soul, 

his cross for ever stands; 

and neither life nor death can pluck 

his children from his hands. 

 

Lord Jesus, make me whole;  

grant me no resting place  

until I rest, heart, mind and soul,  

the captive of your grace. 
Bryn Austin Rees 

1911-83 alt.  

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 

God give you grace to follow Luke all the saints in faith and hope and love, and 

to know the fruit of God’s Spirit in your lives; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you and remain with you, this day and always. 
Amen. 

The service concludes with celebratory music.  
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