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The service begins with celebratory music.  

Hymn. ‘We’ll walk the land’ (Songs of Fellowship 583) 

We’ll walk the land with hearts on fire; 

and ev’ry step will be a prayer. 

Hope is rising, new day dawning; 

sound of singing fills the air. 
 

Let the flame burn brighter  

in the heart of the darkness 

turning night to glorious day. 

Let the song grow louder, 

as our love grows stronger; 

let it shine!  

Let it shine! 
 

Two thousand years, and still the flame 

Is burning bright across the land. 

Hearts are waiting, longing, aching, 

For awakening once again. 
 

Let the flame burn brighter  

in the heart of the darkness 

turning night to glorious day. 

Let the song grow louder, 

as our love grows stronger; 

let it shine!  

Let it shine! 
 

We’ll walk for truth, speak out for love: 

In Jesus’ name we shall be strong, 

To lift the fallen, to save the children, 

To fill the nation with Your song. 
 

Let the flame burn brighter  

in the heart of the darkness 

turning night to glorious day. 

Let the song grow louder, 

as our love grows stronger; 

let it shine!  

Let it shine! 
Graham Kendrick 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY. 

In this NAIDOC Week,  

we affirm that the Jarowair and Giabal people 

were the first people  to care for this land; 

we acknowledge their elders past, present and emerging; 

and pray for God’s blessing on the  Jarowair and Giabal communities,  

and on all who now live on this land.  

Amen.   

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING TO GOD 

The minister greets the people. 

The Lord be with you;  

And also with you. 

  

Those who trust in God will understand truth, and the faithful will abide 

with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he 

watches over his elect.       Wisdom 3:9 

 

The Collect for the day. 

Faithful God, 

you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: 

grant that we, encouraged by the example of your servants, 

the Saints, Martyrs Missionaries and Teachers of the Anglican Communion 

may persevere in running the race that is set before us, 

until at last with them we may attain to your eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Thanksgiving. 

Gracious God, we humbly thank you 

for life and health and safety, 

for freedom to work, leisure to rest, 

and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life. 

But, above all, we praise you for our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 

for his death and resurrection; 

for the gift of your Spirit; 



and for the hope of sharing in your glory. 

Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Thank you, Father, for making yourself known to us 

and showing the way of salvation 

through faith in your Son. 

We ask you now to teach and encourage us  

through your word, 

so that we may be ready to serve you; 

for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

The First Reading, from the Old Testament, Wisdom 3:1-9.  

1But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 

and no torment will ever touch them. 
2 In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, 

and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 
3 and their going from us to be their destruction; 

but they are at peace. 
4 For though in the sight of others they were punished, 

their hope is full of immortality. 
5 Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, 

because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 
6 like gold in the furnace he tried them, 

and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them. 
7 In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, 

and will run like sparks through the stubble. 
8 They will govern nations and rule over peoples, 

and the Lord will reign over them forever. 
9 Those who trust in him will understand truth, 

and the faithful will abide with him in love, 

because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 

and he watches over his elect.  

 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 



Notes on Wisdom 3:1-9. 

Despite appearances … they are at peace.  This is what we hope and trust for those who we 

have loved who have died. Whether they have died peacefully at the end of a long and rich 

and full life or even if they have died suddenly or before a full span of life has been enjoyed … 

we pray that they will be at peace.  This passage has been a comfort and a blessing for 

thousands of years. It is a delightful expression of trust in God.    Paul Mitchell. 

 

Psalm 103  

1 Praise the Lord, O my soul: 

and all that is within me, praise his holy name. 

2 Praise the Lord, O my soul: 

and forget not all his benefits, 

3 Who forgives all your sin: 

and heals all your infirmities, 

4 Who redeems your life from the Pit: 

and crowns you with mercy and compassion; 

5 Who satisfies your being with good things: 

so that your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

6 The Lord works righteousness: 

and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses: 

and his works to the children of Israel. 

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: 

slow to anger and of great goodness. 

9 He will not always be chiding: 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins: 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth: 

so great is his mercy over those that fear him; 

12 As far as the east is from the west: 

so far has he set our sins from us. 

13 As a father is tender towards his children: 

so is the Lord tender to those that fear him. 

14 For he knows of what we are made: 

he remembers that we are but dust. 

15 Our days are but as grass: 

we flourish like a flower of the field; 



16 When the wind goes over it, it is gone: 

and its place will know it no more. 

17 But the merciful goodness of the Lord 

endures for ever and ever toward those that fear him: 

and his righteousness upon their children's children; 

18 Upon those who keep his covenant: 

and remember his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord has established his throne in heaven: 

and his kingdom rules over all. 

20 Praise the Lord, all you his angels, you that excel in strength: 

you that fulfil his word, and obey the voice of his commandment. 

21 Praise the Lord, all you his hosts: 

his servants who do his will. 

22 Praise the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion: 

praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 

Notes on Psalm 103 

We praise God.  We offer praise and thanks and enter into the love which characterises the 

relationship not BECAUSE we get blessings from being in connection with God but even 

sometimes despite an apparent lack of any tangible benefit.  We praise God simply for how 

God is.  And in that relationship we recognise blessings because our hearts are open.     Paul 

Mitchell. 

 

The Second Reading, from the New Testament, Philippians 4:4-9.  

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 

and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 

 



Notes on Philippians 4:4-9. 

Where do we focus our attention?  It can be so easy to get weighed down and disappointed.  

We can be disappointed in the decision of others.  For some the recent elections locally and in 

other countries have been a source of great consternation and even despair.  Will we let these 

things weigh so heavily on our hearts that we will be dismayed and feel lost?  Instead we are 

invited to look for opportunities to find joy, to find peace and to focus on celebrating what is 

good and building one another up.    Paul Mitchell. 

 

Hymn. ‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us’ (TIS 580)  
 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 

for we have no help but thee; 

et possessing every blessing 

if our God our Father be. 

 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us; 

all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe: 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 

through the desert thou didst go. 

 

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 
James Edmeston 

1791-1867 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

‘Yours is the Kingdom of Heaven’ 

The Gospel Reading  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke, chapter six, beginning at 

the seventeenth verse.  

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Luke 6:17-23. 

17He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast 

of Tyre and Sidon. 18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 

diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And 

all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and 

healed all of them. 
20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 

and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for 

joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did 

to the prophets. 

Hear the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Notes on Luke 6:17-23. 

Luke’s account of this story has both contrast and continuity with Matthew’s account.  This 

is a time for surprising blessings.  This is a time to recognise that there are situations and 

conditions of human life which may seem or feel like they are dark into which light shines.  

How wide open are our eyes?  Paul Mitchell. 

 

 



 

Response to the Gospel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed. Please stand 

            Lay assistant: 

            Let us affirm our faith in God: 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  



On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge  

the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the  

forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

The Sermon 

 

Music for reflection. 

 

Hymn. ‘Beauty for brokenness’ (TIS 690)  

Beauty for brokenness,  

Hope for despair,  

Lord, in the suffering,  

This is our prayer.  

Bread for the children,  

justice, joy, peace,  

sunrise to sunset 

your kingdom increase. 

 

Shelter for fragile lives,  

cures for their ills, 

work for the craftsmen,  

trade for their skills; 



land for the dispossessed,  

rights for the weak;  

voices to plead the cause  

of those who can't speak. 

 

God of the poor,  

friend of the weak,  

give us compassion we pray;  

melt our cold hearts,  

let tears fall like rain.  

Come change our love  

from a spark to a flame. 

 

Refuge from cruel wars, 

 havens from fear,  

cities for sanctuary,  

freedoms to share,  

peace to the killing-fields,  

scorched earth to green;  

Christ for the bitterness,  

his cross for the pain. 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth,  

oceans and streams,  

plundered and poisoned,  

our future, our dreams.  

Lord, end our madness,  

carelessness, greed;  

make us content  

with the things that we need. 

 

God of the poor,  

friend of the weak,  

give us compassion we pray;  

melt our cold hearts,  

let tears fall like rain.  

Come change our love  

from a spark to a flame. 

   

Lighten our darkness, 

breathe on this flame 



until your justice bums 

brightly again; 

until the nations 

learn of your ways, 

seek your salvation 

and bring you their praise. 

 

God of the poor,  

friend of the weak,  

give us compassion we pray;  

melt our cold hearts,  

let tears fall like rain.  

Come change our love  

from a spark to a flame. 
Graham Kendrick 1950- 

 

Confession and Absolution 

We come before God with our hearts and our lives open. 

 

Let us pray that we will be joined together in working for reconciliation, and the 

healing of our ancient land and peoples. 

 

forgive us for remaining silent and bound by fear. 

Give us the courage to speak and act with justice. 

 

Forgive us for our arrogance in closing our eyes to other peoples and cultures. 

Enable us to know your redeeming power. 

 

Forgive us for disfiguring this land and despoiling its bounty. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

 

Forgive us for despising the cultures of others, and taking away their self-respect. 

Give us grace to bind one another’s wounds. 

 

Forgive us for not listening to the griefs of all who are oppressed in this land. 

Draw us together as one people. 

 

Forgive us for our prejudice and indifference towards those whose ways differ 

from our ways. 

Strengthen us to live with respect and compassion for one another. 



A short time of silence is held. 
 

God, whose arms are opened wide,  

whose heart is open wide,  

whose love is broader than the horizon of our sight,  

blesses you, forgives you, embraces you,  

and leads you into life, rich, deep and full.  

Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers are offered with the words and response:  

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

Closing Prayers. 

Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, 

feeding us with your word, 

and encouraging us in our meeting together. 

Take us and use us 

to love and serve you 

and all people, 

in the power of your Spirit 

and in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Missional Hymn ‘Great God’ (TIS 416)  
 

Great God, your Spirit, like the wind unseen but shaking things we see 

will never leave us undisturbed fulfil our dreams, or set us free, until we 

turn from faithless fear and prove the promise of your grace in justice, 

peace and daily bread with joy for all the human race. 

 

Lord, shake us with the force of love, to rouse us from our dreadful 

sleep; remove our hearts of stone, and give new hearts of flesh, to break 

and weep for all your children in distress and dying for the wealth we 

keep. Help us prevent, while we have time, the blighted harvest greed 

must reap. 

 

And then, in your compassion, give your Spirit like the gentle rain, 

creating fertile ground from which your peace and justice spring like 

grain; until your love is satisfied, with all creation freed from pain, and 

all your children live to praise your will fulfilled, your presence plain. 
Alan Gaunt 

1935- 

The Blessing  

God give you grace to follow all the saints in faith and hope and love; and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

The service concludes with celebratory music.  
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