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The service begins with celebratory music.  

Welcoming Song. ‘Seek ye first’ (TIS 745) 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, 
and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 
 
Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
seek and you shall find, 
knock and it shall  
be opened unto you. 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 

 
We shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word 
that proceeds 
from the mouth of the Lord. 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 alleluia, allelu, alleluia. 

Karen Lafferty 1948- 

 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

The minister reads these sentences of Scripture. 

Through Christ let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 

Hebrews 13.15 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

By his great mercy we have been born anew  

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

1 Peter 1.3 

God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other.  

1 Thessalonians 5.9, 11 



Responses. 

Open our lips, O Lord, 

and we shall declare your praise. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

The minister continues: 

Friends in Christ,  

we come together to meet with God, 

and to take our part in the building up of his Church. 

We will lift up our hearts in thanks and praise, 

hear from God’s holy word, 

and pray for this world, and for ourselves. 

The Bible tells us to approach God confidently, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we do so, we must confess our sins, 

seeking forgiveness through God’s boundless 

goodness and mercy. 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Let us confess our sins, in penitence and faith, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence 

In honesty and with open hearts we come before God. 

In fear we may lose sight of the way ahead. 

Grant us the grace of the moment in which we stand. 

Troubled by opposition within and around us our hearts may feel as if they will 

fail. 

Bless us with perseverance and hope, trust and peace. 

Lord, we know you and we know we are loved. 

Let that knowledge be enough to move us to action. 

Compassionate God, you invite us to be the hands and feet and mouths through 

which love is shared. 

May that love live in us. 

For the times and ways in which we have not lived up to your vision of who we 

are and can be. 

Forgive us, and strengthen us. Lead us into a future still unfolding.  

Amen. 



A moment of silence is held 

 

Sentences of Scripture. 

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

He is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins 

of the whole world. 

1 John 2.1–2 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8.38–39 

 

Prayer of Absolution 

When hearts fail, God forgives.  When love is thin, God strengthens us.  

When hope seems an illusion, God gives peace.   

God, who loves you more than you know, forgive you and fill you with vision.  

Amen. 

 

Song of Praise. ‘All praise to our redeeming Lord’ (TIS 442 (i))  

All praise to our redeeming Lord, 

who joins us by his grace, 

and bids us, each to each restored, 

together seek his face. 

 

He bids us build each other up; 

and gathered into one, 

to our high calling’s glorious hope  

we hand in hand go on. 

 

The gift which he on one bestows 

we all delight to prove; 

the grace through every vessel flows, 

in purest streams of love. 

 

 



Ev’n now we think and speak the same, 

and cordially agree; 

concentred all, though Jesus’ name, 

in perfect harmony. 

 

We all partake the joy of one, 

the common peace we feel, 

a peace to sensual minds unknown, 

a joy unspeakable. 

 

And if your fellowship below 

in Jesus be so sweet, 

what heights of rapture shall we know 

when round his throne we meet. 
Charles Wesley 

1707-88 

 

The minister says 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

His steadfast love endures for ever! 

 

The minister greets the people.  

Wherever you are offer peace to those around you  

and send peace to all who you love.  

Grace and peace be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord, 

shout to the rock of our salvation. 

Serve the Lord with gladness, 

come before his face with songs of joy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

The minister offers this prayer. 

Heavenly Father, 

give us wisdom and understanding. 

As we listen to your Word, 



may we know you better, 

love you more, 

and learn to please you in all we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The First Reading, from the New Testament, Judges 4:1-10.  

1 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud 

died. 2 So the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who 

reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in 

Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he 

had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for 

twenty years. 4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was 

judging Israel. 5 She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and 

Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for 

judgement. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in 

Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, “Go, 

take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali 

and the tribe of Zebulun. 7 I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to 

meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give 

him into your hand.” ’ 8 Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with me, I will go; but 

if you will not go with me, I will not go.’ 9 And she said, ‘I will surely go with 

you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, 

for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.’ Then Deborah got up 

and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to 

Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors went up behind him; and Deborah went up 

with him. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 

 

Notes on Judges 4:1-10. 

The story in this reading, reminds us of a country at war with her neighbours. Some leaders 

like Ehud and many others died in a battlefield for Israelites’ freedom. The rise of Deborah and 

Barak to defend the land and the peoples came because of adhering to the commands of God, 

the King of Israel, and our King. The leadership style exemplified here is very counter-cultural 

on the place of woman and man in our modern society. Some cultures deny women taking up 

responsibilities in serving the nation instead men, who are given many opportunities. But, 

according to this reading, God can bless and use anybody, men, and women to lead and serve 



His people. We can build each other up when we trust in God and trust in each other’s talents 

and gifts without judging. Deborah and Barak are good examples of teamwork and 

collaboration. God is NOT gender exclusive, but He is inclusive and diverse without 

discrimination as our Holy Father. Are WE! Or ARE WE NOT? Peter Mayen. 

 

Psalm 123 

1 To you I lift up my eyes: 

you who are enthroned in the heavens. 
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master: 

or as the eyes of a maid toward the hand of her mistress, 
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God: 

until he show us his mercy. 
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 

for we have had our fill of derision. 
5 Our souls overflow with the mockery of those at ease: 

and with the contempt of the proud. 

 

Notes on Psalm 123. 

Turning to God through prayer requires of us being humble, patient and totally surrendering 

all to Him in Faith. The Psalmist invites us to seek God, knocking on His door and pleading 

to Him for His compassion, unfailing love, and care in our whole life. Where will you go, or 

where will we look to when we need help? I enthusiastically believe that God is the ultimate 

ANSWER!  Peter Mayen. 

The Second Reading, from the New Testament, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.  

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 

need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that 

the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, ‘There is 

peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour 

pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, 

beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are 

all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 

darkness. 6 So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 

be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk 

at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God 

has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 



Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live 

with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 

you are doing. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

thanks be to God. 

 

Notes on 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. 

Saint Paul is strongly encouraging us to be ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus. In which 

He is coming to take us to our eternal home where we are destined for an everlasting 

relationship with God the Trinity. It is a vocation for us to remain faithful in Chirst Jesus and 

to “watch, wait, walk, work and wake-up”, to our calls to emulate Him and embrace His 

sacrificial love. Because Christ is coming back, and when he comes back again, the promise of 

our salvation written in the Holy Scripture shall unfold to us. Saint Paul is encouraging us 

all to remain faithful in the Lord Jesus, to continue teaching the Good News with boldness, 

soundness and humility to our friends, families, and those far from us. He is calling us not to 

be found unprepared, unrepentant before the return of King Jesus Christ, but to be found 

worthy of salvation on the day of judgement. This is a red flag and a day for our victory as 

promised, because nothing will separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus. So, let 

us all wait and be ready for Christ Jesus’ second coming. ARE YOU READY? Let us seriously 

and honestly think about Him coming back!  Peter Mayen. 

 

Hymn. ‘Lord, your word abiding’ (TIS 427)  

Lord, your word abiding, 

and our footsteps guiding, 

gives us joy for ever, 

binds us all together. 

 

Who can tell the pleasure, 

who recount the treasure, 

by your word imparted 

to the simple-hearted? 

 

Word of mercy, giving  

nourishment for living: 

word of life, supplying 

comfort for the dying. 

 



O that we, discerning 

its most holy learning, 

Lord, may love and fear you, 

evermore be near you. 
Henry Williams Baker 

1821-77 alt. 

 

A reading from the Gospel, Matthew 25:14-30. 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew, chapter 

twenty-five, beginning at the fourteenth verse. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted 

his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 

one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had 

received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 

more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master 

of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 

talents.” 21 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And the one with the two talents also came 

forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 

two more talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24 Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you 

were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 

did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, “You wicked 

and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 

where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the 



bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 

taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Hear the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Notes on Matthew 25:14-30. 

The parable reveals to us the supremacy of God and His compassion over all creation, us 

included. It is a wonderful manifestation of the Kingdom order of service, accountability, 

transparency, and fairness in remuneration without vilification and blackmailing. In this 

parable God is depicted as the prime business manager of all the universe, the field, and His 

son, Christ Jesus as the sole supervisor and cashier and us the servants working in His 

vineyard.  It is a call to serve and utilise all our God-given skills in our daily living. It is also 

a caution against wasting and negligence of our time on earth when we should be at work in 

faithfulness for His creation. May I ask you and me to reflect on these questions: Where do we 

see the fruits of our labour as a community or individuals under the authority of God 

Almighty? Where can we improve in our capacity building, in relationships with God and 

each other and in serving and connecting with God’s people in this century? How do we see 

God in this parable and Him exercising Justice as Our Judge and Father? Let ALL USE OUR 

TALENTS according to God’s gifts in each of us.  Peter Mayen. 

 

The Sermon.   

 

Music for reflection. 

 

Hymn. ‘All my hope on God is founded’ (TIS 560 (i))  

All my hope on God is founded; 

all my trust he will renew, 

through all change and chance he guides me, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, he alone 

calls my heart to be his own. 

 

 



Human pride and earthly glory,  

sword and crown betray our trust; 

all we build with care and labour, 

tower and temple, fall to dust. 

But God’s power, hour by hour,  

is my temple and my tower. 

 

God’s great goodness lasts for ever, 

deep his wisdom, passing thought; 

splendor, light and life attend him, 

beauty springing out of naught. 

Evermore from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 

 

Daily the almighty giver  

will his bounteous gifts bestow; 

in his will our souls find pleasure, 

leading us where’er we go. 

Love will stand at his hand, 

joy shall wait for his command. 

 

Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of Christ his Son. 

Hear Christ call one and all: 

those who follow shall not fall. 
Robert Bridges 1844-1930 alt. 

after Joachim Neander 1650-80 

The Apostles’ Creed. 

We pray with the Church throughout the world and throughout the ages: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 

from there he will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

The minister says 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Be exalted, Lord, above the heavens, 

let your glory cover the earth. 

Keep our nation under your care, 

and guide us in justice and truth. 

Let your way be known on earth, 

your saving power among all nations. 

Send out your light and your truth, 

that we may tell of your saving works. 



Have mercy on the poor and oppressed. 

Hear the cry of those in need. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, 

for we put our trust in you. 

 

The Collect for the day 

Everliving God, 

before the earth was formed, 

and even after it shall cease to be, you are God. 

Break into our short span of life 

and show us those things that are eternal, 

that we may serve your purpose in all we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The minister continues: 

Let your requests be made known unto God. 

In everything give thanks. 

 

Prayers and thanksgivings are offered by a member of the community. 

Response: 

And in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the following. 

Faithful God,  

you have promised to hear the prayers  

of all who ask in Jesus’ name. 

In your mercy, accept our prayers. 

Give us what we have asked in faith, 

according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 



From the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 

Lord, you have given us grace to agree in these our prayers, and you have 

promised that when two or three ask together in your name you will grant their 

requests. Fulfil now, Lord, our desires and prayers as may be best for us. Grant 

us, in this life, knowledge of your truth and in the age to come, life eternal. 

Amen. 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

Missional Hymn ‘One more step’ (All Together Again 200)  

One more step along the world I go, 

One more step along the world I go, 

From the old things to the new 

Keep me travelling along with You. 

 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new. 

Keep me travelling along with You. 

 

Round the corners of the world I turn, 

More and more about the world I learn. 

All the new things that I see, 

You’ll be looking at along with me: 

 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new. 

Keep me travelling along with You. 

 

As I travel through the bad and good, 

Keep me travelling the way I should. 

where I see no way to go, 

You’ll be telling me the way, I know: 

 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new. 

Keep me travelling along with You. 

 

Give me courage when the world is rough, 

Keep me loving though the world is tough. 

Leap and sing in all I do, 

Keep me travelling along with You: 

 

 



And it’s from the old I travel to the new. 

Keep me travelling along with You. 

 

You are older than the world can be, 

You are younger than the life in me. 

Ever old and ever new, 

Keep me travelling along with You: 

 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new. 

Keep me travelling along with You. 
Sydney Carter 

 

Closing Prayer 

We pray together: 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

send us out with confidence in your word 

to tell the world of your saving acts, 

and bring glory to your name. Amen. 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

  

The service concludes with celebratory music.  
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